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Overview

Senior School Pupils

This document is designed to outline both the phone and device policy for Senior School pupils at
Rendcomb College as well as advice on home use for parents and guardians.

This policy is an addition to the formal Acceptable Usage Policy (AUP) that all pupils sign when they
join the College. All College devices are monitored and protected by our firewall systems which are
monitored and managed by the IT Network team and the Safeguarding team.

If you ever have any concerns or questions regarding phones, social media or device usage please
contact Christine Williams (Deputy Head Pastoral) on williamsc@rendcombcollege.org.uk

Current Parents

As parents you are parenting the ‘Digital Generation’ but as technology, phones and especially
social media continues to evolve it is vital we give support to help young people navigate this ever
changing world.

It is vital that as parents you discuss smartphone and device usage at home and agree a set of family
rules that focus on usage time, location of usage at home (i.e. not in bedrooms), what apps are
downloadable and age restrictions (for example for Whatsapp and other social media apps). It is
also vital that parents set good examples around smartphone usage themselves.

There is a huge amount of information and guidance available at:

https://saferinternet.org.uk/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

College rules and boarding pupils

Regardless of our own personal opinions on smartphones they are here to stay and we must teach
our young people how to co-exist with them without becoming totally reliant on them. A tough
balance. As staff we have worked in schools with a multitude of approaches, all with positive and
negative aspects.

We are constantly reviewing our approaches to ensure they give our students the best possible
education on smartphones. Our current policy focuses on a gradual introduction of smartphones as
pupils progress through the school. Pupils in Year 7 to 11 are not allowed to have their smartphones
on them during the school day (8am to 5pm). However we are aware that pupils who take the
school bus will need them to communicate home. Day pupils must hand their phones in on arrival at
house and collect it at the end of the school day. Please be aware that this means they will not have
access to Apple/Google Pay for the shop and will need to bring cash or a bank card if they wish to
use the shop at breaktimes. Boarders will have access to their phones after 5pm. These are handed
in before bed.

Year 7 to 11 pupils are also not permitted to wear smart watches which link to their mobile phone or
device during the school day.
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In the 6™ Form students are still expected to not be on their phones outside of break and lunchtime
in houses and to set a good digital example to younger students. Study sessions are treated as
lessons and phones should not be visible.

If a Y7-11 pupil is found with their phone on them during the school day, or a Sixth Form pupil is
found with their phone out in lesson times or around school it will be confiscated and taken to Main
Reception. Pupils may collect it from there at the end of the day at 5pm. The confiscation of the
phone will also be recorded as a parent note on isams. Repeated confiscations will be escalated
through the behaviour policy.

For all Boarders Y7-11 phones are removed overnight and kept by Houseparents in a secure location
for collection in the morning.

For those students who struggle with their device, usage will work on an agreed plan with
Houseparents and the Deputy Head Pastoral.

Wifi and monitoring

As part of our safeguarding protocols we operate a highly monitored system which allows us to
control what our young people have access to on the school system. We have two wifi systems, our
main College wi-fi that pupils have access to during the day and the social wi-fi which allows access
to some social media apps. This is open to pupils from 5.15pm each evening in the communal social
spaces in house and to Sixth Form students from 1-1.45pm during lunch break.

We have a strict policy on any additional technology that gives wi-fi or 4G/5G coverage outside of
our systems and any contravention of this will be dealt with seriously by the Senior Leadership
Team.

Day Pupils

The link between smartphone usage in bed, lack of sleep and academic performance is proven and
we are hoping this policy will help parents set boundaries around smartphones at home.

Once home pupils will undoubtedly want to access their smartphones having had limited
opportunity to do so during the school day. We are conscious that we do not want to force the
problem home and make you deal with it so we are requesting parents adhere to the below. This
ensures that the school are making the difficult decisions not parents.

We would request that all pupils in Year 7 to 11 adhere to the below at home:

- Set a time limit: this includes amount of time spent on smartphones and a cut off time. The
suggestion is to cut wifi off at least 30 minutes before a child’s bedtime.

- Agree device free-zones: research shows that smartphones should not be in bedrooms and
we would ask parents enforce this.

- Putting smartphones in other rooms during mealtimes, reading a book and watching tv also
are proven to increase concentration and engagement.

- Adhere to the guidance on age limits for social media apps: this is vital to keep children safe
from harmful online content. Many are 13+ but some are higher. We strongly advise all
parents and guardians to take time to review their children’s online activity. If your child is



active on social media, please ensure their privacy settings are properly configured and that
they only connect with trusted “online friends”. More information can be found via the
NSPCC website https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-

media/.

- Make sure there are consequences: it is vital that if children misuse their phones or social
media that they are followed through with. Please don’t hestitate to get in touch if you have
any worries or would like to discuss matters relating to this.

Further information

Joining Year 7 is often a time when pupils receive their first phones, since they are starting
secondary school and travelling independently. However, there are an increasing number of phones
for children without full smartphone functionality: calls and texts only, with no social media or open
web browsers. This is a way to stay connected without the pressure of a full smartphone.

There is some excellent advice on setting a phone up safely and establishing healthy boundaries on
the Vodafone website in partnership with the NSPCC: https://www.vodafone.co.uk/help-and-
information/nspcc-phone-safety-toolkit

Major incidents online of bullying, grooming or anything you see that makes you uncomfortable
that your child has seen online can be reported through CEOPs (Child Exploitation and Online
Policing): https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
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